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Chelsea believes the favorable aspects of the community must 
be available to all members of the community no matter their 
ability, or age; old, young, or somewhere in the middle.

Chelsea must make efforts to ensure that during planning and 
policy making processes community members of all ages are 
given the opportunity to provide input

Social interaction is important to all residents.

Having multiple transportation options within the City is 
important to support the access needs of community members 
of all ages.

Complete non-motorized facilities are especially important to 
provide accessibility throughout the community. 

Chelsea supports safe routes to school.

Chelsea must make efforts to ensure that as residents age they 
are able to remain in the community.

Quality of place is important to all community members, especially 
active seniors. 

Chelsea must provide opportunity for the development of 
diverse housing in appropriate locations that support the needs 
of residents of all ages.

Age-Friendly Policies 
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The City of Chelsea has the largest population of the communities in Western 
Washtenaw County. People are drawn to the community for many reasons 
identified throughout this plan, including the historic downtown, traditional 
neighborhoods, and the availability of services and amenities. The City has 
identified a need to ensure that the positive aspects of the community are 
available to all members of the community no matter their ability, age, or stage 
in life; old, young, or somewhere in the middle. In addition to making sure 
existing amenities are available to all, Chelsea is exploring whether there are 
additional unmet needs in the community that are specific to one demographic. 

An Age-friendly community is not just focused on taking care of the needs 
of the senior population, but also young children, teenagers, young adults, 
and middle age residents. Although most needs are universal across the age 
spectrum such as housing, access to healthy foods, and safety, some age groups 
have unique needs related to transportation, social interaction, or healthcare.

It is especially important that Chelsea policy makers thoroughly explore 
the needs of all generations and ensure that voices that are not always at 
the planning or policy making tables are being heard. Thankfully, adding 
consideration for other age groups will not detract from another. Ultimately 
good planning tends to benefit all members of a community. A well-planned 
community with exceptional physical design, thoughtful land use, and a 
complete transportation network tend to benefit everyone. Many aspects that 
are especially important to age groups on either end of the spectrum such 
as walkability, gathering spaces, and opportunities for social interaction, will 
increase the quality of life for residents of all ages.

Overview
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2010

2014

Age 2010 2014   % change

> 5 298 300 0.7%

5-9 355 458 22.4%

10-14 299 183 -63.3%

15-19 239 219 -9.3%

20-24 169 249 32.2%

25-29 267 239 -11.7%

30-34 261 315 17.2%

35-39 346 376 8.0%

40-44 311 336 7.3%

45-49 351 208 -68.4%

50-54 346 427 19.0%

55-59 314 198 -58.3%

60-64 265 275 3.5%

65-69 181 219 17.2%

70-74 177 193 8.4%

75-79 155 147 -5.1%

80-84 221 168 -31.7%

85+ 389 570 31.7%

Source: U.S Census Buearu and American Community Survey
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Based on public input, the top ranked places and features that were important to 
residents included entertainment venues, restaurants, festivals, and sidewalks. 
Deconstructing community responses by age, we see that there are slightly 
different needs identified by different age groups. For example, neighborhood 
parks, indoor recreation, and festivals were identified as important for youth, 
while seniors identified community services, public transportation, and health 
and safety as the most important. Restaurants, entertainment venues, bike lanes, 
housing options, and grocery stores were identified as important by adults in 
the middle of the age spectrum. Ultimately, the community features that were 
identified by all ages included: entertainment venues, festivals, neighborhood 
parks, pedestrian facilities, and regional parks. Chelsea embodies most of these 
features. The goal is to ensure that all of these features are accessible to all 
residents. 

Public Input

Social interaction is important to all residents. It creates a connection to the 
community and a sense of belonging. The younger groups tend to get social 
interaction at school, during extracurricular activities like sports, music, or 
drama, and informal gatherings at friend’s houses or in public places such as 
neighborhood parks. It has been identified that residents would like to see 
additional opportunities for younger children and teens such as a community 
center, or an indoor sports facility.

Adults and young adults tend to find most of their social interactions through 
work, religious or civic engagement, in their neighborhoods, or during leisure 
time at eating and drinking establishments, sports leagues, or entertainment 
venues. A desire for additional restaurants or entertainment venues has been 
identified. While consumer demand will drive the growth of such enterprises, 
the City can help by creating an investment environment that promotes the 
growth in such sectors.

Social interaction is especially important to seniors.  Sometimes their lifestyle 
or housing no longer provides regular opportunities for social integration, 
especially with other age groups. The retirement facilities plan regular social 
activities for their residence, but it is also important for them to have access to 
opportunities within the rest of the community. This can include reasonable 
access to parks and open space, access to institutions like the library, churches, 
the senior center or even the ability to access retail establishments. 

The availability and ability to attend community events is important to people 
of all ages. Community events, such as the fair, Sounds and Sights, art walk and 
others are excellent opportunities for engagement and social interaction for all 
ages. The community must promote and support such events to ensure these 
events are accessible to all members of the community.

Social 
Interactions
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Community amenities are only as good as the ability to access those amenities 
in multiple ways. Though Chelsea has an established sidewalk network and 
many walkable areas of town, there are gaps in the network, and many uses 
are still isolated and require a vehicle to safely and conveniently access them. 
This is not necessarily an issue for those of driving age who have access to a 
car. Walking or biking for children, and many seniors, is their only means of 
transportation other than being driven by a family member or possibly a 
shuttle service for seniors living in a retirement home. This scenario does not 
allow for much independent mobility. A robust transit system can provide 
access for all community members. Where ridership numbers are too small to 
support a transit system, a reliable shuttle service or “dial a ride” services can 
help to meet the needs of a community. The Wester-Washtenaw Area Value 
Express (W.A.V.E.) provides fixed route serves to the City of Chelsea. 

As discussed in the Transportation Chapter, pedestrian and bike facilities are 
important for many reasons. Of those reasons, perhaps the most important 
is providing access and accessibility to all people.  In addition to people who 
choose not to drive, or are unable due to a disability, young people and seniors 
are the most consistent group who benefit from a safe, convenient, and 
complete non-motorized network. In order for pedestrian facilities to be a true 
means of transportation, there are a number of factors that must be in place 
including, reasonable distances to destinations, well maintained facilities, and 
most importantly, users (or their parents) must feel a sense of safety. Often 
safety comes in the form of sidewalks and pathways being in well-lit open areas 
that are adjacent to other activities where other people may be present, adding 
to the number of eyes on the street. A complete non-motorized network can 
provide access to retail and service opportunities, schools, community centers, 
parks, and other destinations. 

Additionally, there are health benefits to people of all ages if they use active 
transportation as a means to access the places they need to go. For example, 
walking to school or other activities can help to combat childhood obesity. 
Walking is especially important for seniors, as it may be their only form of 
exercise.  

Access

Non-Motorized 
Facilities

This picture demonstrates 
many quality examples 
of accessibility. The front 
door of the building is 
oriented towards the 
street. The street includes 
a sidewalk which is 
buffered from the street 
to provide a safe pathway. 
Pedestrian scale street 
lights allow for feeling 
of safety. Bike racks are 
available to allow for 
secure parking of bicycles 
while inside the building. 
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The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program is sustained by the efforts of parents, 
schools, community leaders and the local, state, and federal government to 
improve the health and well-being of children by enabling and encouraging 
them to walk and bike to school. Chelsea continues to provide increased 
amenities such as safer road crossings to promote safe routes to school. Chelsea 
has worked on this initiative through the SRTS program and should continue 
to do so. 

Safe Routes to School programs examine conditions around schools and 
conduct projects and activities that work to improve safety and accessibility, 
and reduce traffic and air pollution in the vicinity of schools. As a result, these 
programs help make bicycling and walking to school safer and more appealing 
transportation choices, thus encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an 
early age.

Aging in place is the ability to stay in one’s home or community safely, 
independently and comfortably as we grow older. Most individuals express a 
desire to remain in their home or in their community as they age. Aging in place 
is a great experience if that place provides for a greater range of needs. Today’s 
seniors are living longer, highly educated, remaining in the workforce longer, 
and physically active. To facilitate a complete lifestyle it is important that senior 
housing options are located in places with a clear identity and community 
amenities that promote quality of life such as a walkable downtown with 
connected neighborhoods and community spaces. 

Safe Routes to 
School

Aging in Place
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In addition to safety and independence, today’s active seniors are also looking 
for rich social environments; vibrant, walkable neighborhoods; and access to 
pedestrian amenities and open space. These are all elements of placemaking. 
Aging-in-Place is about promoting access and mobility, engagement, and well-
being on the individual and group level in a community setting. As noted above, 
these elements are positive for all ages in a community. Not only is Chelsea a 
community that exhibits quality of place elements such as strong community 
identity, an interesting and accessible built environment, and walkable streets, 
there are multiple housing facilities for seniors. The community must strive 
to maintain or enhance mobility opportunities for these existing facilities. 
These facilities provide a particular housing choice for seniors. In addition, in 
order to support the growing senior population with changing needs it will 
be important to promote diverse housing options. These should be in the 
form of smaller units that are integrated into existing walkable and accessible 
neighborhoods, or existing or planned mixed-use areas.  

Safe and affordable housing must be available to all members of the community. 
Families are often looking for single-family residential neighborhoods, with a 
traditional neighborhood design that has access to schools, parks, or other 
public facilities such as pools or libraries. Young adults and empty nesters are 
interested in housing such as apartments, condos, duplexes, townhomes, or 
second-story flats in mixed-use areas. 

Independent seniors are also looking for smaller size housing. Accessory 
Dwelling Units are often a good solution for seniors as they can provide 
housing with a support network from neighbors or even family members who 
live in the principle residence. The location of the housing for seniors is very 
important, as it will dictate their access to community amenities.  If housing is 
not in a walkable area it can be a determining factor in how long they are able 
to remain in their home when driving is no longer an option.

Aging-in-Places

Housing
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HEALTHY COMMUNITY
CHAPTER 4
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Chelsea is committed to the physical and mental health of the 

members of the community. 

Chelsea supports formal and informal opportunities for residents 

to engage in physical activity. 

Maintaining and expanding parks and open space is an important 

way to promote physical activity in the community.

A complete non-motorized network is important for the health 

of the community.

Chelsea supports active transportation as an important 

component of the community’s health.

Opportunities for social engagement is important for the mental 

health of all community members.

Access to healthy foods is important to everyone’s health, 

therefore Chelsea will expand opportunities to provide fresh and 

healthy foods to the community member.

Chelsea strives to maintain a safe environment and increase the 

feeling of safety for community members. 

The health of the local environment has immediate effects on 

people’s physical health.

Healthy Community Policies 
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Chelsea has a commitment to the health of the community. The promotion 
of community health can manifest in a number of different ways. Ultimately, 
the physical and mental health of the members of the community is the most 
important aspect of this concept. The development of a healthy community 
requires attention to a number of different issues. Key components include 
providing opportunities to be physically active, promoting opportunities for 
social engagement, availability of healthy food options, creating a feeling of 
safety in the community, and a clean environment.

Regular, moderate intensity, physical activity such as walking, cycling, or 
participating in sports has significant benefits for human health. It can reduce 
the risk of disease and mental illness. Moreover, adequate levels of physical 
activity will decrease the risk of injury and help control bodyweight.

Opportunities for physical activity come in a number of different ways. 
Opportunity for formal or organized physical activity can include exercise 
classes or organized sports. These activities can be organized through private 
gyms, schools, community centers, clubs, or through a residential community 
such as an apartment complex or at senior housing facilities. Often, these 
entities also provide access to exercise equipment that individuals can use on 
their own. 

In local schools, opportunities to engage in physical activity tend to be more 
accessible. There are also many opportunities for children to engage in youth 
sports during the summer. As adults become busier with careers and families, 
it is especially important for them to have opportunities to stay physically 
active. The City can provide opportunities to engage in adult sports leagues 
through a parks and rec program, a community center, or by partnering with 
another organization who has the capacity to provide such opportunities. In 
addition to the physical benefits, there are psychological health benefits for an 
individual to be part of a team or a club because of the opportunity for social 
interactions. The Monitors Base Ball Club of Chelsea is an example of a private 
club that provides an opportunity for adult organized physical activity. 

In addition, there are many opportunities for Informal physical activity. The 
way your community is designed and built can have a significant effect on your 
health. Maintaining City parks, pathways, the County golf course, and access to 
regional trails and parks is an important part of the community’s commitment 
to community health. Not only do these facilities provide opportunity for 
recreational physical activity for all age groups, but a complete pedestrian and 
bike network can provide the opportunity for active transportation.

In order to achieve more physically 
active options, citizens indicated 
a need for more bike lanes, 
trails, sidewalk maintenance, 
and the creation or completion 
of bicycle and pedestrian 
connections, especially between 
neighborhoods and areas of 
interest such as downtown, parks, 
and schools, as well as the creation 
of a facility along Chelsea-Dexter 
Road.

Overview

Physical 
Activity

w

t
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Active transportation refers to any form of human-powered transportation 
including walking, cycling, using a wheelchair, in-line skating or skateboarding. 
There are many ways to engage in active transportation, whether it is walking 
to the bus stop, or cycling to school/work.

The installation of complete streets is a critical component to promoting a 
healthy active lifestyle. The City should continue to promote the walkability 
and bikability within the City. Active transportation can be supported by 
maintaining and upgrading pedestrian and bicycle facilities, eliminating 
gaps in the non-motorized transportation network, and promoting active 
transportation through public education about its benefits, and working with 
local business to support employees who choose to walk or bike to work. 
Employers can do this by providing showers and lockers at the office, or even 
financial incentives such as reduction in healthcare costs.   

There are several benefits from active transportation:

Health – Active transportation provides an opportunity to be 

physically active on a regular basis.

Social – Active transportation is accessible to all residents and 

increases opportunities for social interactions.

Transportation – Active transportation reduces road congestion.

Environmental – Active transportation is environmentally-friendly by 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Economic – Active transportation saves money on gas and parking.

Active 
Transportation

There are many positive impacts that social engagement can have on the 
physical, mental and social health of individuals and the community. Good 
physical and mental health can help to reduce obesity, boost the immune 
system, and diminish the risk of disease. Social engagement such as 
participation in community activities or recreational activities is an important 
contributor to mental health and quality of life. This can also aid in reducing 
depression, relieving stress, improving self-esteem and personal growth. 

The social benefits of such activities can also strengthen communities by 
promoting social bonds and support the engagement of all members of all 
ages in the community. Social activities are essential for strengthening and 
maintaining a healthy community. Social bonds are improved when families 
recreate together and when seniors and individuals with disabilities are actively 
engaged in community or recreational activities. The City should continue to 
support community engagements opportunities such as the Fair, City events, 
events through the library, and look for ways to develop other public or quasi-
public community activities. The city should strive to make all such events 
accessible to all members of the community. 

Social 
Engagement
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Access to healthy foods is important to everyone’s health. The community 
relies on local grocery stores, farmers’ markets, cooperatives, and other 
vendors to provide fresh, affordable, nutritious food. Their availability and 
accessibility to all community members is of critical importance to promote 
a healthy, thriving community. Without access to healthy foods, a nutritious 
diet and good health are out of reach. And without grocery stores and other 
fresh food retailers, communities are also missing the commercial vitality that 
makes neighborhoods livable and economies thrive. Residents have indicated 
a desire to have more access to healthy foods stating that they would like 
to see a permanent farmer’s market as a way to provide another option for 
healthy food in town, as well as a place to connect with other residents. Often 
farmers markets are established on municipal land that is either permanently 
dedicated to for the market or is a flexible space that is available to be used 
on specific days. Residents indicated that they would like to see an indoor 
component that could be open all year.

Residents also indicated a need for healthy food options in existing stores. 
The City can promote healthy options in groceries by partnering with local 
health organizations or non-profits who can work with local retailers to 
better understand community desires. Businesses are starting to recognize 
the benefits of promoting healthy products. Small and large companies are 
demonstrating that what is good for the health of families is also good for 
business. 

The promotion of fresh local foods can also be an economic stimulus to 
local farmers. There are many food producers in the rural areas around the 
City whose products can be sold into the local markets. Farmers markets, 
and sometimes local retailers will obtain their fresh food from local sources. 
Creating a network to provide connections for both the local producers, as 
well as the local retailers can be an important initiative to help promote the 
production and consumption of local healthy foods. This same model can be 
used to get fresh and local foods into school cafeterias, senior dining facilities, 
and local restaurants. The City should promote such efforts and partner with  
local health organizations or non-profits who have the capacity to establish 
such an initiative.  

Healthy Foods
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The health of the local environment has immediate effects on people’s physical 
health. Reducing pollutants will improve air quality and water quality. There 
are many opportunities for the City to improve environmental health factors 
identified in the Sustainable Community Chapter. In many ways, public health 
and environmental health have a reciprocal relationship. Many of the items 
identified in this chapter, including the preservation of open space through the 
protection of park land, or the promotion of active transportation will have a 
positive effect on the health of the environment. For example, vegetated open 
space can help clean and reduce stormwater runoff, and active transportation 
can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by eliminating vehicle trips on the local 
roadways. 

Environmental 
Health

A safe environment is a priority for residents. As indicated in the age friendly 
chapter, in order for people to use non-motorized facilities, as well as parks, 
and other community facilities, residents of all ages must have safe access and 
utilization of such facilities. With regard to safety, community members sited 
the need for more street lights, the need to reduce noise pollution produced 
especially by traffic, and improved road crossings for pedestrians.  

Safe 
Environment
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The City of Chelsea has a commitment to protect the natural 

environment.

Human activities impact the natural environment.

Chelsea supports the implementation of low impact development 

techniques for the treatment of stormwater.

Buying local foods supports sustainability principles.

Chelsea supports responsible energy use.

Chelsea should expand incentive programs aimed at encouraging 

energy efficiency for residential, commercial, and industrial 

customers. 

A non-motorized transportation network will have a positive effect 

on the environment by providing a transportation alternative 

that does not increase pollution or energy consumption. 

Adaptive revitalization of buildings consumes less resources than 

new development. 

Chelsea supports the increased use of renewable energy sources.

Sustainability Policies 
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Sustainability has been defined many different ways. At its core, sustainability 
is the principle that seeks to safeguard the functionality of the earth’s systems 
indefinitely. As sustainability relates to human life, it is recognized that a 
healthy environment provides the resources needed to survive for current 
and future generations. “Everything that we need for our survival and well-
being depends, either directly or indirectly, on our natural environment. To 
pursue sustainability is to create and maintain the conditions under which 
people and nature can exist in productive harmony to support present and 
future generations.”1 Ideally, the impact our communities have on the natural 
environment will be negligible in terms of the environment’s ability to continue 
to provide the resources that current and future generations need in terms of 
food, clean water, and energy. 

The application of sustainable principles can vary depending on the scale 
in which they are applied. On a local community level there are a variety of 
efforts that can be taken. Human activities including mode of transportation, 
the amount of energy we use and its source, or the type and source of food 
we consume can affect the natural environment. The City of Chelsea has 
made a commitment to protect the natural environment through saving 
energy and implementing practices that create lower environmental impact. 
Chelsea has the potential to take advantage of opportunities to incorporate 
sustainable practices into the community such as renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, building reuse, Low Impact Development (LID), and non-motorized 
transportation opportunities. Committing to these methods is not only a 
benefit to the environment but also the community. Having a municipal 
owned electric utility gives Chelsea the unique opportunity to offer incentives 
for energy efficiency. 

Overview

Water, food, and energy are three major categories when discussing responsible resource use.

Water: Utilizing Low Impact Development (LID), as discussed in the section below, can reduce waste water. 
Continuing to promote responsible water use and educating citizens in the proper recycling of pollutants can also 
reduce contaminating this resource. 

Food: Residents and businesses can increase their food sustainability through shopping locally at the farmers 
market, composting food waste, and choosing foods that limit production waste. Sustainable food choices often 
encourage healthy living along with environmental wellness.

Energy: Responsible resource use for energy does not only include renewable resources, but also using products 
that are energy efficient. For example, using materials that are recycled, energy saving appliances, or LED light 
bulbs are simple solutions to reduce energy consumption. In addition, transportation consumes a tremendous 
amount of energy. Providing options for alternate transportation modes can help reduce the community’s energy 
consumption. 

Responsible Resource Use
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In public spaces and facilities, the City can look into various energy upgrades 
to reduce costs with energy efficiency. In buildings, having proper insulation 
and sealing or replacing older appliance units with energy efficient ones can 
drastically reduce costs. In the outdoor landscape, the City has an initiative to 
replace old light bulbs in street lights with LEDs. Because the City has an energy 
utility they have a unique opportunity to promote the best practices for energy 
consumption. The City has an EnergySmart Incentive Program available for 
their utility customers which includes rebates and cash incentives for installing 
and using energy efficient equipment in homes and business. 

Recycling in Chelsea is provided by an independent contractor that is paid for 
by a community millage. In addition to curbside pickup, they have two drop-
off stations. Residents indicated that they would like to have a wider range of 
items that they could recycle curbside. In addition, residents have expressed 
that they would like to see more recycling and waste receptacles in public 
spaces. 

Buildings in downtown Chelsea have potential for restoration and adaptive 
reuse. When constructing a new building in Chelsea, the life cycle of the 
structure should be accounted for after the first user leaves. Tearing down 
older buildings to construct newer ones, not only creates abundant waste, but 
also removes a building that potentially provides a unique element to the City. 
Local design guidelines, regulations, and development plan approvals should 
require consideration of potential reuse.

There are several buildings in Chelsea that could be revitalized. Examples 
include the old Post Office, old UAW, Pierce School, and old Screw Works. These 
places can be re-purposed into a youth center, event space, farmers market, 
housing, or private business.

Low Impact Development (LID) refers to systems and practices that mimic 
natural processes, such as infiltration or stormwater reuse, to protect water 
quality and aquatic environments. The goal of these systems is to preserve, 
and restore natural landscape features to produce functional and aesthetically 
appealing drainage that considers stormwater to be a resource, not a waste 
product.

There are numerous practices that have been used to uphold these principles 
such as bioretention facilities, vegetated rooftops, rain gardens, rain barrels and 
permeable pavements. By implementing LID practices, water can be managed 
in a way that decreases the impact of built areas and promotes the natural flow 
of water within an ecosystem. Applied on a broad scale, LID can maintain or 
restore a watershed’s hydrological and ecological functions.

In addition, a considerable amount of stormwater pollution can come from 
use of fertilizer, pesticides and herbicides on lawns. Education of both home 
owners and business owners should be encouraged to manage lawns and 
landscaping in a more responsible way to reduce the need for the application 
of such chemicals. In addition, strategic design can create localized filters to 
clean stormwater before leaving a site. 

Energy 
Consumption

Refuse Disposal

Adaptive Reuse 
of Buildings

Low Impact 
Development 

(LID)
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As a city, Chelsea can install individual photo-voltaic solar collectors for 
equipment that has power needs such as street lights, parking meters, and 
at park facilities such as pavilions or restrooms. The city has already installed 
some of these on pedestrian crossing signals.

Residents also indicated potential opportunities to incorporate renewable 
energy sources such as solar panels, biomass energy, and wind energy. 
Utilization of alternative energy sources should be encourage for residents 
and businesses. Energy systems should be designed and utilized to minimize 
any negative impact on neighborhood aesthetic. The zoning ordinance must 
be updated to include regulations that provide the ability for such energy 
production on varying scales while protecting aesthetics and character. 
Incentive programs could be expanded to incentivize utility customers to 
install solar or other energy production alternatives. Additionally, the City 
could explore alternative energy production on a municipal scale.

Renewable 
Energy

Green Buildings Green building practices include lot design, preparation and development; 
resource, energy, and water efficiency; indoor environmental quality; and 
operation, maintenance, and building owner education. 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) buildings are 
the current standard for sustainable building qualification. To be eligible, 
LEED buildings are inspected after construction and then scored in several 
categories including Energy, Resources, Design, and Sustainability. While LEED 
is a voluntary certification, it reflects a sustainable image of the City.
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Open Space Standards for Subdivisions In the City of Chelsea 

All new residential development must include park and recreation opportunities 
as integral elements.  Just as streets, utilities and storm water management are 
required elements of developments, parks and open space should be required.                                                                                       
Further, all park and green spaces should be usable park space and accessible 
to all Chelsea residents. New developments and redevelopments must include a 
plan to connect to existing or planned pedestrian/bicycle paths and trails.  

Implementation 
 

All new residential developments and redevelopments in the City of Chelsea 
must dedicate open space for a public park within the new development.  
Open space must be appropriate for active and/or passive outdoor recreation 
opportunities for the general public. 

 
1. When possible, open space shall be arranged so as to connect across 

property lines. Natural areas in subdivisions should connect to adjacent 
areas of open space and existing habitat on surrounding properties. 

 
2. The developer must provide publically accessible sidewalks, pathways 

and easements. If approved by the Planning Commission, pathways or 
sidewalks leading to the designated open space may constitute part of the 
open space requirement. 
 

3. Land designated for open space shall be maintained as open space and 
shall not be developed or utilized for other purposes without permission of 
the Planning Commission. 
 

4. An existing, predevelopment features/plat/site analysis map must be 
submitted to the Chelsea Planning Department. The map shall indicate all 
features that exist on the subject site. Open space areas shall be 
identified. 
 

5. All preliminary residential area plans, site plans and plats must include a 
parkland plan.  This parkland plan must demonstrate accessibility and 
connectivity to subdivision roads and existing or planned pedestrian/ 
bicycle paths. 
 

The parkland plan must be approved the Planning Commission as part of the 
area plan and site plan approval process. 

 



 

Open Space Dedication  

Land designated, as open space shall be a part of the City of Chelsea park 
system.  This land must be publically accessible and shall be maintained as 
public open space. Neither the developer nor the governing neighborhood 
association shall develop or utilize for other purposes the land so designated 
without the permission of the Planning Commission. 

The developer has the option of conveying ownership of this open space to the 
City of Chelsea for development and maintenance as a City park.   This action 
must be approved by the City of Chelsea before execution.  If approved, the 
conveyance will be fee simple and without cost to the City. 

Each dedicated or reserved open space parcel conveyed to the City shall be 
shown on all subdivision plans and recorded with the county register of deeds, 
with a notation of its area and its intended open space use.  

Open Space Requirements  
A percentage of the total area of the residential development or redevelopment 
must be designated as open space as required by Table1 beow. In determining 
the amount of open space required, the acreage of all lots, excluding road rights-
of-way, and easements, shall be totaled.  

Table 1:  Open Space Requirements 

Percent of Total Area  Open space requirement  

Less than 8  none 

8 – 20  10% of total lot area*  

21 – 50  
 15% of total lot area*  

   

More than 51  20% of total lot area*  
*Total lot area = area of all lots excluding road rights-of-way, easements, etc 

 
Inapplicable Open Space 
 
The following cannot be included in is determining required open space. 
 

 Public or private sheds, open or enclosed storage facilities, barns, or 
similar accessory structures. 
 

 Areas for motorized recreational use such as boat ramps and off-
road/four-wheeling trails 
 



 Any public or private road, driveway, or parking area, regardless of 
whether it is paved, unpaved, gravel, tile, brick, or pervious pavers.  
Rights-of-way and areas reserved for any existing or future road are 
also excluded. 
 

 Solid waste disposal areas (including dumpster location sites) 
 

 Areas for aboveground utility structures as well as cleared areas for 
solar panels or telecommunications installations (such as satellite 
dishes), whether for public or private use 
 

 Land that is contaminated with hazardous or toxic waste or materials 
(except land covered by an approved mitigation plan and deemed 
acceptable to the City) 
 

 All other impervious or unnatural ground covers or land use 

 
 

The following are limitations on areas that can be included in determining 
required open space 

 

 No more than 50 percent of the net open space shall be covered by 
permanent water bodies or streams; their buffers shall not be included in 
the calculation of this 50 percent restriction. 

 Impervious surfaces shall not exceed 12% of open space areas. 

 


